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It would be worth while here to draw a table of
proportions, and let us see how much more fatal to
the world this ecclesiastic magic of popery, inclusive
of a few other spiritual delusions and enthusiasms,
has been, than all the magic of paganism and all the
conjurations of hell were before.

That men should renounce the idols, and then
worship the priest; condemn oracles, and inquire
of the Devil; cast off the Baals, the Jupiters, and
the Saturns of the pagans, and set up a breaden
god, that they should first worship and then de-
vour !

That whole nations should relinquish the glorious
host of heaven, the much more rational gods of
their forefathers, and empower every priest to make
a god for them with half an ounce of meal! The
clergy were indeed in the right of it so far, that
they, like the silversmiths of Ephesus, when they
had once drawn the people into this magic of a wor-
ship, took care to engross the art of making gods
all to themselves.

Nor was it the least part of the magic of this con-
trivance that they should make eating their god be
a part of their most solemn idolatry, I cannot call it
worship ; that when they had made a bushel or two
of gods, and been paid for them, the people that
came to church might eat them up, and the priests
be richly set to work to make more.

If ever the talismans of the Greeks, the augurs
and aruspices of the Romans, the lapdog of Venu-
tius, or Mahomet's pigeon, could outdo these delu-
sions of church magic, I am quite mistaken,, and
shall be ready to acknowledge it.

That men should sin against God, and then ask
the priest pardon for it; as if a man should commit
treason in England against the king, and then go to
a chimney-sweeper or a blackguard boy to be par*
doned for it; that a man should go to a shopkeeper